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Recent events in western Canada have focussed attention on tailings dams and
the risks associated with them. The coal industry has historically, and
continues, to use “conventional” tailings dams for the impoundment of coal
process and combustion wastes. However, the industry has recognized the
need to evaluate alternatives in the face of greater scrutiny and lower risk
tolerance from both internal and external stakeholders. This talk will review
the current state of practice for conventional dams as well as discuss
alternatives and their implications for coal operations and projects going
forward.




